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William D. Gore, Sheriff 

POLICY STATEMENT- SUMMARY OF PENAL CODE §26150 

Dear CCW Applicant: 

The California Penal Code provides that the Sheriff may issue a license for a person to carry a firearm 

concealed upon the person "upon proof of all of the following:" 

1) The applicant is of good moral character.

2) Good cause exists for issuance of the license.

(3) The applicant is a resident of the county or a city within the county, or the applicant's principal

place of employment or business is in the county or a city within the county and the applicant

spends a substantial period of time in that place of employment or business.

(4) The applicant has completed a course of training as described in Section 26165.

Good cause is determined on an individual basis. Applicants for a CCW should be able to set forth a set 

of circumstances that distinguishes the applicant from other members of the general public and causes 

him or her to be placed in harm's way. Simply writing "self defense" or "personal protection" on an 

application does not provide the requisite proof of good cause. However, the following criteria, upon 

proof, may establish good cause: 

• Evidence that there has been or is likely to be an attempt on the part of a second party to do
great bodily harm to the applicant.

• The nature of the business or occupation of the applicant is such that it is subject to personal risk
and I or criminal attack, greater than the general population.

• A task of the business or occupation of the applicant requires transportation of large sums of
money or other valuables and alternative protective measures or security cannot be employed.

• When a business or occupation is of a high-risk nature and requires the applicant's presence in a
dangerous environment.

• The occupation or business of the applicant is such that no means of protection, security or risk
avoidance can mitigate the risk other than the carrying of a concealed firearm.

• Personal protection is warranted to mitigate a threat to the applicant that the applicant is able to
substantiate.

• Good cause could include, but is not limited to, verifiable documented instances of threats to the
personal safety of the applicant, his or her family, or employees. Threats to personal safety may
be verbal or demonstrated through actual harm committed in the place of work, neighborhood or
regular routes of travel for business. The applicant should articulate the threat as it applies
personally to the applicant, his or her family, or employees. Non-specific, general concerns about
personal safety are insufficient. Please click here for application process

Keeping the Peace Since 1850 

https://www.sdsheriff.net/licensing/ccw.html

